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REFLE 


X IONS 


ON 
MONSIEUR FAGELs LETTER: 


S I R, 


Shall endeayour to anſwer yours as fully 
and briefly as poſſible. 
1. You deſire to know whether the Let- 
terl ſent you be truly Monfieur FagePs or nor. 
2. Whether their Highnefſes gave him 
Commiſſion to write it. : 
3. How far the Diſſenters may rely on their 
Highneſſes word. 
4+ What effeQts it has on all ſorts of People, 
Sir, Roman Catholicks may be pardon- 
ed if they endeayour to make that Letter paſs 
for an Impoſture, it is their Intereſt ſoto do, 
and they are ſeldom wanting to promote that, 
let the methods be neyer ſo indireft which 
they are forced to make uſe of : In does in- 
deed ſpoil many hopeful projects of theirs. 
But how any Proteſtant among us can really 
doubt the truth of it, is ſtrange to me. Some 
things carry their own evidence along with 
them,I take this Letter to be one of that kind, 
I do not deſire you to believe me upon my bare 
affirmation that I know it to be genuine, (tho 
this.be moſt true) but $hall offer my Reaſons 


__ toconyince youthat it.cannot be otherways. 


Firſt, The Letter is like its Author, the 
Matter is Geps the Reaſoning ſclid, the 
Stile grave, full and clear, like thatgt.a Law- 
yer : It has an Air all over, which as well 
Shews the Religion and Temper of its Wri- 


ter, as the Matter and Method of it do his Ca- 
\- pacity and Judgment. Now all theſe Qualt-' 


ities make upthe Charatter of Monſieur # age!. 
Secondly, There are the ſame grounds to 


believe this Letter to be M. Fagel's, as there 


are to believe any thing you have not ſeen,vez. 
The conſtant Aſltyerations of Perſons of un- 
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"doubted Credit that come from Holand, who 


all agree init, and aſſure us of it. M. Fagel 
own'd it to ſcyeral English Gentlemen, and 
many both here and in Hand knew two 
months ago that ſuch a Letter was written ; a 
Forgery would before this time have been de- 
rected, eſpecially ſuch a one as ruines the De- 
ſigns of the Triumphing Party. 

Thirdly, It was written by M. © ag in An- 
ſwer to Letters from Mr. Stewart, {ent by his 
Majeſties ſpecial Orders, and Mr. Sreware kad 
both an English and. Latin: Copy fent” him : 
Therefore the English- Copy is not called & 
Tranſlation, but is a ſort of Original : for 
you are not to doubt but the matter was ur- 
dered fo, that her Royal Highneſs might pc r- 
uſe it as well as his Majeſty. 

In the next place you wenld know Th:ther 
their Highneſſts gave Order to Monſenr Fogel 
to wrifetr. 

] wiſh Sir, you would take the pains to- 
read the Letter over again, and conſider who' 
this fonfterr Fagel is; He'is Penſionary 
of Holland, and firſt Miniſter of State, rai- 
ſed rothat Dignity by the Prince's Favours, 
he Anſwers Letters written to hims which! 
are ordered by His Majeſty to he Commu» 
nicated to their WHighneſſes. In his Anſwer, 
he gives an. Account of their Highneſſes O- 
pinions about the Repea! of the Penal Lavs 
and Jeſt 3. Matters of a National Concern, 
and of the greateſt Importance. Now you 
muſt have a ſtrange Opinioa of Mor:ſfienr 
Fagel, if you think him. capable of ſo great 
an Indiſcretion ( or rather Impoſture ) a3 


to write ſach a Letter of his ovn Bad. 
—_——— 
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The Letter it felf Demonſtrates, that who 
ever writ it is no Fool, 2nd the. Circum- 
Rances I have marked ſhow that he is no 
Knave. And indeed the Subſtance of ir is not 
new, It only repeats to His Majefy the ſame 
Anſwer which the Prince and Princeſs had 
tormerly given to His Mzjeſties Envoy there, 

In ſhort, yon may leave the whole Matter 
to thiz plain iſſie : if this Letter be a falſe 
one) It will be difown'd; if a rrue one, it 
will ze own*'d. Their Highneſſes love not 
to do things that will not bear the Light. It 
I5 Evident, tiey did not intend the Matter 
of 1t ſhould he a Secret, having told it to 
Mc-nſurar D Aloeville, 25 oftenas he ( in his 
Nifcreet Way ) neceſſitated them to do it. 
But how It came to be Printed, I cannot in- 
form you certzinly z however you vhall have 
my Conjecure. 

{ remember, as ſoon as it was noiſcd ahout 
Town, that Mr. Srewart had received a Let- 
ter OI inch a Nature from Monſieur Flagel, 
Cars was taken, that the Writer of the 
Common News Letters which are diſperſed 
Dver the Kingdorm, $shovid inſert in. them, 
*h2t tineir Highneſſes had declared themſelves 
for the Repeal of the Teſt. This Pia Fraus 
Mgit, 1 ſnppoſe, give Occaſion to the Print- 
ing of the Letter, asthe Wiſdom and Policy 
of our Statcs-men ( in putting Mr. Stewart 
on Writing ſuch Letters) had procured it : 
{ſay Letters, for Monſieur Fage! had five or 
fix on that ſubjzC before he anſwered, ſo un- 
willing were they in Holland to return an An- 
{wer, ice they could not give one that was 
pleiſing, or to doany thing that look'd like 
meoling, 

The third Thing you deſire to be ſatisfied 
in, is, Whether the Diſſenter s may rely on their 
tighncſes Word, 1 am as apt to miſtruit 
Princes. Promiſes as youare. But shall now 
give you my reaſons, why I think the Diſſen- 
' ters may ſafely do it. And at the ſame time, 
becauſe of the Aﬀinity of the matter, I will 
tell yog why I rhink we may all reiy on thcir 
Highneſſts ior our Civil: Liberties, as well as 
the Diſſenters may do for Liverty of ConſCie 
ence, Much of what 1 hayetofay is equal.y 
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applicable to them both, yet becauſe I know 
you have had an Account of Her Royal High- 
neſs, better than I can give you, I $hall for 
the moſt part, ſpeak only of the Prince. 

My firſt Reaſon is the certaineſt of all Rea- 
ſons, Thatit will be His Highneſſes intereſt 
ro ſettle matters at Home, which only can be 
done by aLegalToleration or Comprehenſion 
in Maiters of Religion; and by reſtoring the 
Civil Libertics of the Nation, fo much in- 
vaded of late. That this will be his intereſt 
is Evideoty if his Deſigns iye abro1d, as its 
certain they do. Defigns at home and alrozd 
at the ſame time, cre {o Inconſiſtent, rkat we 
ſce His Majeſty,thongh raiſed above his Fears 
at home by His late Vittory ; and invited 2- 
broad, by all that can excite his Appetite for 
Glory, cannot reconcile them : The truth 
is, one that would undertake it, is in the. ſame 
Condition with Officers that beat their men, 
to make them fight, they have Enemics be- 
fore and behind. 

Burt you may happily Object, that Princes 
do not always follow thicir true Intereſts, of 
which it is not difficult in this Age to give 
ſeveral Fatal Inſtances. I Anſwer, Thar it 
is to be preſumed that Princes, as well as 0- 
ther men, will follow their Intereſts till the 
contrary appear ; and it they be of 2n Age 
to have taken their Fold, and have till ſuch 
an Age kept firm to their Intereſts, the Pre- 
ſumption grows ſtrong ; bur if their Inclina- 
trons, the Maxims of their Families, the Im- 
preſſjons of their Education, and all their o- | 
ther Circumſtances do ſide with their Intereſt 
and lead them the ſame way, it is hardly 
Credible they should ever quit it. Now this. 
being the preſent Caſe, we have ail' the cer- 
tainty that can be had in ſuch metters. 

The Prince of Orange has above theſe 15 
years given lo great proofs of his Firmneis 
and Reſolution, as well as of his Capacity 
and Condudtt in oppoſing tke Grand Ravisker 
(I may add the Berrayers roo) of Liberty and 
Religion, that he is deſervedly (by all Impar- 
tial Men) own'd to be the Hezd of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt : A Headſhip, which no Prin- 
ces but the Kings of England sheuld have, and. 
none 
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none hut they would be without it. 

' Now one may Rationally conclude, That 
when the Prince $hall joyn to his preſent 
Poſſeſſion of this Headship, a more Natural 


"Title, by being ina greater Capacity to Act, 


he will not Degrade himſelf, nor lay aſide 
Deſigns and Intereſts which ought to be the 
Glory of England,as they are indeed the Gio- 
ry of his Family, acquired and derived to 
him by the Blood of his Anceſtors, and car- 
ried on 2nd maintained by himſelf with fo 
much Honour and Reputation. 

I might add here, That the Prince is a Man 
of a ſedate even Temper, full of Thoughts 
and Reflection : one that precipitates neither 
in Thinking, Speaking, nor Acting 3 is cau- 
tious in Reſolving and Promiſing, but firm 
ro his Refolntions, and exact in obſerving his 
Word ; Inform your ſelf, and you'll find this 
a part of his Character, and conclude from 
hence whet may be preſumed from his Incli- 
nations. 

Now as to the Maxims of his Family; let 
ns compare them a little where it may be de- 
cently done. 

The French King broke his Faith to his 
Proteſtant Subjects, upon this ſingle Point of 
Vain Glory, thi: he might shew the World 
he was greater then moſt of his Predeceſſors, 
who though they had the fzme Inclinations, 
were not Potent enough to pirſne them cffe- 
(vally, as he has done, r0 the everlaſting In- 
famy of his N2me and Re19n. The Maxims 
of the Frezea Kings have been hnw to out- 
vie exch o:her, in Robiing their Neighbours), 
and Opprefſing their Subjects by PerfidiouC 
neſs 3nd Cruelty. Bur thoſe of the Family 
of Oranee, cn the contrary, have heen to Rel 
cue Errepe from its Opprelors, 2nd maintzin 
the Proteſtant Intercſt, by Vertue, Truth, 
Hononr and Refolution 5 knowing that ſach 
Methods are as necefizry to make Protcſtanr 
Princes and States flouriſh, as Vice and Op- 
preſſion are to maintain Popiſh Govern- 
ments. 

No Popiſh Prince in Fur-pe can nretend to 
have kept his Word to his Proteſtant Sn'r- 
i-&te. as the Princes of Orange have always 


done to their Popiſh SubjeCts at Orange, and 
elſe-where; and the Papiſts have often broke 
their Word to that Family, and have been 
and are its declared Enemies z and though 
the Princes two great Grand- Fathers, Ad- 
miral Col:gne and Prince W:#:am were Ail:fſi- 
nated by the Authoriry and with the Appro- 
bation of that whole Party, yet it cannot be 
made appear, that ever the Princes of that 
Family failed in keeping their Word, even 
to ſuch Enemies, or u(cd their own Popiſh 
SubjeRs the worſe for it, in making Diſtin- 
ction between them and their other Snbjedts, 
or Influenc'd the States to uſe theirs ſo: 1 
ſay the States, who allow their &. C. Subjets 
all the Priviledges of their other Sybjects,on- 
ly they are kept by a Teſt from having any 
Share In the Government, which is truly a 
kindneſs done them , conſidering that ill- 
natur'd Humour of deſtroying all thoſe that 
differ from them, which is apt to break out 
when that Religion is in Power, 

Now the Church of England may juſtly ex- 
pect all ſort of ProteCtion and Countenance 
from the Succeſſors, when its their turn to 
gle it, they have a legal right to it, 2nd 
Impartisl Diſſenters mnſt acknowledge, tae 
of late they have deſerved ir. 

B11t as for the Proteſtant Diſſenters,l think 
no Honeſt Man-amonaſt them will Apnpre- 
hend, thc their Highneſl:s who keep their 
Word to their Popiſh Enemies, will hre2K it 
to Proteſt-ne SnbjeRs, tho dilfcring from the 
Publick EſtzaÞliſhmeor. 

The next thing I am to make good. is, that 
h1s. Highneſſes Education muſt have Iyfuſed 
ſuch Principl:s as fide with his Intercſ{t; there 
mytt be a Fatal Infetion in the Erglib 
Crown, if Matters miſcarry in his Highneſles 
Hands, his Veins are fvil of the beſt Prote- 
it2nt Blood in the World: The Reformati- 
on in France grew up under the Conduct 2; a 
Influence of Coligns. Prince W:R:m: founded 
the Government of the United Nether Lands 
on the Biſis of Property and Liberty of Con- 
{ctence, His Highneſs was bred and lives 
in tht State which ſabſiſts and flouriſhes by 
adhcrins Fcadily to the Maxims of its Foun- 
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He himſelf, both ia his Publick and Private 
Concerns, as well in the Government of his 
Family and of fuch Pcincipalitics as belong to 
him, as inthat of the Army, 2nd ia the Diſ- 
penſing of that great Power whuch the States 
nave given him» has as great reguard to Ju- 
ſtice, Vertyue and True Religion, as may 
complear the Character of a Prince, qualilfied 
to make thoſe he Gavers happy» > 

Ic does not indeed appearthat their High- 
neſſes bave any $bare of that devouring Zcal 
which hath ſo long ſet the World on fire,and 
tempted thinkicg men to bave a notion of 
Religion ir ſelf, like that we have of the An- 
tient Paradice, as if it had never been more 
they an intended Blefling» but all who have 
the Honour to know their Highnefſes and 
their Inclinations in matters of Religion, are 
fully ſatisfied they have a truly Chriſtian 
Zealand as much as is conſiſtent with Know- 
icdge and Charity, 

As to his Highneſſes Circumſtances, they 
will be ſuch when his Stars make way for him, 
25 may convince our Scepticks, that certain 
Perſons, Times and Things, are prepared 
for one another. 1 know not why we may 
not hope, that as his Predeceſlors broke the 
Zoke of the Houſe of- Auſtria from off the 
Neck of Ezrope; The honour of breaking 
that of the Houſe of ZBoxrbon is reſerved 
for him. I am confident the Nation will 
keartily joyn with him in His juſtReſentments. 
Reſcatments which they have with ſo much 
Impatience long'd to find, and. have miſſed 
with the greateſt indignation in the Hearts of 
their Monarchs. 

His Highneſs has at preſent, a greater In- 
f:cnce on the Councils of the moſt part of 
the Princes of Chriſtendom, then poſh bly any 
King of Englandever had. And this acqui- 
r.d by the weight of his own Perſonal Merit, 
which wil no doubt grow up to a glorious 
Autſo:;jry when it is Cloath'd with Soveraign 
Power. May I here mention (to lay theJealou- 
fies of the moſt unreaſonable of your Friends) 
- that his Highneſs will have only a borrowed 
Title, which we may ſuppoſe will make him 
more cautious in having deſigns at home, and 
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his wanting Children ( to our great Misfor- 
tune ) will make him lefs ſolickous to have 
ſuch Deſigns. 

But after all it muſt be acknowledged, that 
in Matters of this Nature, the Premiſes may 
ſeem very ſtrong, and yet the Concluſion nor 
follow. Humane [nfirmities are great, Temp- 
tations to Arbitrarineſs are ſtrong,and often 
both the Spiric and Flesh weak. Such fatal 
Miſtakes have been made of late, that the 
S$ucceſlors themſelves may juſtly pardon mens 
Jealouſies. A Widow that has had a bad 
Husband, will cry on her Wedding day, tho? 
She would be married with all her heart. Bur 
I am confident you will grant to me, that in 
the Cafe of the preſent Sycceflors, the Poſſ- 
bilities areas remote, and the Jealouſics as iil 
grounded, and that there is as much to bal{- 
lance them, as ever there was to be found in 
the Proſpett of any Succeſſors to the Crown 
of Exgland. Now may 1 add, To conclude 
the Reaſons that I have given you, why we 
may depend on their Highneſſes, that I know 
conſiderable men, who after great Enquiry 
and Obſervation, do hope that their High- 
neſſes ( being every way ſo well quallified for 
ſuch an End )) are Predeſtmmated ( if I may 
ſpeak ſo ) to make us happy in putting ag 
End to our Differences, and in fixing the Pre- 
rogative, and in recovering the Glory of the 
Nation, which is ſo much ſunk, and which 
now ( when we were big with Expetations) 
we find Sacrific'd to unhappy Partialities in 
matters of Religion: 

T he laſt thing you deſire to know, is, What 
Effeits this Letter has had, But it is not yet 
old enough for me to judge of that,l can better 
tell you what Effects it ought to have, I 
find that moderate wiſe men of all Perſwafi- 
ons are much pleaſed with it. 

I know Raman Catholicks that wish to God 
matters were ſetled on the Model given in it, 
they fee the great Difficulty of getting the 
Teſt Repealed : And withal, they doubt whe- 
ther ic is their Intereſt that ic Should be Re- 
pealed or not : They fear needy violent Men 
might get into Employments who would put 
Hi3'Majeſty og doing things that might Ruin- 
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them and their Poſterity. They are eertain- 
ly in the right of jt. Ir is good to provide 
for the worſt. A Revolution will come with 
a Witnefs 3 and its like it may come before 
the Primce of Wales he of Ape to manage an 
unroly Spirit, that I fear will accompany It. 
Humane Nature can hardly digeſt whar it is 
already neceflitated to ſwalkow, ſuch Provo- 
cations even alters Mens Jndgments. I find 
that Men who otherways hate ſeverity, begin 
to be of Opinion that Queen Elizaberbs Leni- 
ty to the KR: Cs proves now Cruelty to the 
Proteſtants. The whole Body of Proteſtants 
in the Nation, was lately afraid of a Pop'fh 
Succeſſor, and when they Refleted on Queen 
Ataris Reign, thought we had already fut- 
ficient Experience of the Spirit of that Re- 
ligion 3 and took Self preſervation to be 1 
good Argument, for preventing a ſecond 
Tryal. But now a handful of Rzman Carho- 
tholicks, perhaps RefleRting on Qneen El:24- 
beths Reign, are not it ſeems afraid of Pro- 
reſtant Succeſſors. But if ſome Proteſtants 
a; that time from an Averſion to the Reme- 
dy, hop'd that the Diſeaſe was not ſo dange- 
rous as it proves Iam confident at preſent, 
all Proteſtants are agreed, that henceforward 
the Nation muſt be faved, not by Faith. And 
thecefore I would adviſe the R. Cs to conſider 
that Proteſtants are ſtill men, that late Expe- 
riences at home, and the Cruelties of Pop:ſh 
Princes abroad, has given us a very terrible 
Jdea of their Religion. That Opportuniry 
is precious and very ſlippery, and if they let 
the preſent Occaſion paſs by, they can hard- 
ly ever hope that it wil! be poſſible for them 
to recover it. That their Fathers and Grand- 
fathers would have thought themſelves in 
Heaven to have had ſuch an offer as this is, in 
any of the four laſt Reigns, and therefore, 
that they had better be contented with Zalf 
a Loaf, then no Bread, 1 mean it will be their 
Wiſdom to embrace this Golden Occaſion of 
putting themſelves on a level with all other 
Enzliſh-men ; at leaſt as to their private Ca- 
pacity 3 and todifarm once for all, the Seve- 
rity of thoſe Laws ; which if ever they ſhould 


come to be in good earnclt Executed -by a pence with the Horour of their Word ; nor 


Proteſtant Succeſſor, will take England tos 
hot for them: And therefore I ſhould parti: 
cularly adviſe thoſe among them, who have 
the Honour to approach His Majeſty, to ufe 
their Credit, to prevail with him to make 
this ſo neceſſary a ſtep in favour of the Nati 
on ; ſince the Succeſſors have advanc*d two 
Thirds of the way for effeting ſo good and ' 
pious a Work. Then, and not till then, the 
Rk, C's may think themſelves ſecured, and His 
Majeſty may hope to be great by Tranſlating 
Fear and Anger from the Breaſts of His Sub- 
jets, ro the Hearts of His Own and the Na 

tions Enemies. 

Bur if an Evil Genins (which ſeems to have 
hover'd over us now a long time) wi! have 
jt otherwiſe; if | were a &.C. I would med- 
dle no more, but live quiet at home, and 
Carreſs my Proteſtant Neighbours; and in 
ſo doing, I ſhould think my ſelf better ſecur'd 
againſt the Reſentments of the Nation, then 
by all the Forces, Forts, Leagues, Garran- 
ties, and even Afen Children, that his Majeſty 
may hope to leave behind him. 

As for the Proteſtant Diſſenters, I am con- 
fident the Body of them will continue to be- 
have themſelves like men, who to their great 
Honour have ever prefer'd the Love of their 
Countrey and Religion to ail Dangers and 
Favonrs whatſoever, but there are both 
Weak and Intereſted men among all great 
numhers; I would have them confider how 
much the ſtate of thinps is altered, vpon the 
coming out of this Letter,for if hitherto they 
have been too forward in giving Ear to Pro- 
poſals on this miſtake, that they could never 
have ſuch a favourable Junfute, for gettin 
the Laws againſt them Repeal'd ; I hope now 
they are undeceived, fiace the Sacceſidrs have 
pawnd their Faith and Honour for it, which 
I take to he a better ſecurity (as matters go 
at preſent) then the ſo much talked of May- 
»4 Charta for Liberty of Conſcience would 
be, though got in a Legal way ; forour Jud- 
ges have declared, Thar Princes can diſpence 
with the Obliz2tion of Laws, but they hve 
not yet given their Opinion that they can diſ- 


F:ve their Highneſſes any Confeſſor toſupply 
ivch an Omiſſion. | w 

However it is not. to be charg'd on their 
Pighneſies. iffech a 3L:9a4 Charta be not at 
preſent given them, provided the Teft belcr 
zlonc; but ifearthe K.C Z:al will have ail 
or nothing ind the Teit too muſt beRepeal'd 
Fy wke.d'iog the Dijſuniers to joyn with wil- 
tins Socriff, 1c violating the Rights of EleCti- 
©!1S, which ate the Root of the Liberties of 
Eo4!id ya pratdent way of recommending 
L:iirReligion toall tru: Engitſh- men, 

. But if any of the Diſſenters be ſo deſtitute 
oi Senſe and Horeſty, 5 to prefer a Magna 
Ch:rtz,ſo 0! tzind Void and Null init felt; to 
ticir ox#n Honour and Conſcience , to the 
Love and Liberties of thcir Countrey, tothe 
preſ. at Kindneſs of all good Men, and their 
Ccuntenance at another time, and above all, 
to the Favour ard Word of the Succeſſors, 
who have now {o generouſſy declired them- 
iclves for themz We may pronounce, that 
they are men abandon'd to a Reprobate 
ſenſe, who will juſtly deſerve Infamy and the 
Hatred of the Nation at prelcnt, and its Re- 

nrments hereafter. Is it poſſible, that any 
D1:1[enrer, who either deſerves or loves the 
Reputation of an Honeſt Man, can be pre- 
v2iPd wich by any Pretences of Inſinuations 
how pliufable ſocyer, to make ſo Odious and 
Pernicious a barg?in, as that of buying a Pre- 
c2r10us pretended Liberty of Conſcience, at 
L1e price of the Civil Libertics of their Coun- 
trey, and 2t the price of removing that which 
under God is the moſt cfteu1 Bzr to keep 
us from the Dominion ot a Religion, that 
would is ſoon as it could, force us to aban- 
don our own, crreduce us to the Miſerable 
Condition of thoſe of cur Neighbours, who 
are glad to forſake all they have in the 
World, that chey may have thcir Souls and 
Lives for a Prey. 

As for the C:urch of Engl-4, their Cler- 
gy have of late oppos'd themſelves ro Po- 
p ry, with ſo much Learaing, Vigour, Danger 
ant Succeſs, that I think all honeſt Diſſenters 
will iiy down thitr Refentments againſt them, 
and look on that Cau:ch, es rhe prefent Bull- 


wark and Honour of the Proteſtant Religion. 
I wiſh thoſe high men among them, who have 
{o long appropriated to themſelves, the Name 
and Authority of the Church of Englana,and 
have been made Inltruments to bring about 
Defizns, of which their preſent Behaviour 
convinces me, they were ignorant, as I {vp- 
pole many of the Diſſenters are, whoſe turn 
it 1s now to be the Tools. 

I iay, I wifh ſuch men would conſider, ts 
what a paſs they have brouglit Matters by 
their Violences, or rather the Violences of 
theſe whoſe Property they were,and at length 
be wiſe ; They cannot but be ſenſible of the 
Advantages they receive by this Letter, 1 
ſuppoſe they apprehend ( I am ſure they 
ought to doit) that the Ruine of their Church 
is reſoly'd on : Bur if the Dijlenters upon 
this Letter withdraw themſelves, the XR. C's 
have neither Hearts to keep firm to ſuch a Re- 
ſolution, nor Hands to Execute 1t. 

Since theretore, They themſelves, have uns 
happily brought their Church into {uch Pre- 
cepices by provoking the Diſſ.nrers, it is in a 
particular manner their Duty, as well as their 
Intereſt, to endeavour to ſofren them, by 
aſſiſting the Letter, and promoting the De- 
ſign of It. 

But if the cld leaven ſtill remain, and they 
continue toargue as formerly, it the Snrplice 
be parted with, the Church of Englard 1s loft; 
if the Penal Laws be repealed, the Telt wiil 
follow : and comfort themſelves with this 
moſt Chriſtian refle(tion, that the R. C. will 
nor accept of what is offered them ; {uch men 
Ccſerve all the miſery thar is preparing for 
them and will periſh without Pity, and give 
thinkiog Men occaſion to remember the Pro- 
verb, Beat a Foul(or a Zealot) in a Morter, yet 
his Fooliſhneſs willnet depart from bim. But the 
Diſl:nters ought not to be much concerned at 
this, they have their own Biyots, and the 
Church cf Exglzrd theirs; there will be Tools 
whilſt there are Workmen. 

"This is a time for Wiſdom to be juſtifyed 
of her Children, whicn honeit m-n onght ro 

eave off minding the icfler Inteictts of i his or 
that particular Churca,& joyn in ſecuring the 


"'b-7 


common Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion. 
And to conclude, I would particularly beg of 
the Diſſenters to make uſe of their beſt Judg- 
menton this ſo critical an occaſion,which they 
will do in my opinion, in keeping cloſe to the 
contents of this Letter, by endeavouring to 
obtainin a fair and legal way ſuch a Liberty 
to 211 Perſwaſions, as is the Natural Right of 
Freemen, and as our Proteſtant Succeſlors de- 
care themſelves milling to joyne in ; and if 
thoſe who have an equal,nay a greater [ntereſt 
then themſelves, will not agree 10 ſuch a Li- 
berty, becauſe they will he Maſters or no- 
thing 3 the Diſſenters will have the comfort 
of having diſcharged their own Coniciences, 
as prudent Men and good Chriſtians ovgh: to 
do, and may ſafely truſt God with the Event. 

Sir, | thought I had made an end, hut look- 
10g your Letter over again, 1 find | have for- 
got to Anſwer a reaſon or two you give, why 
you doubt whether the Letter be truely M. 
Fagels : You are informed (you ſay) that 
fuch and ſuch Great Men doubrcd of it ; but 
ſome might as well pretend to doubt of the 
Truth of that Letter, (tho they knew it to 
be true) as believe Her Majeſty to 
be with Child, almoſt before ſhes knew it 
Her ſclf;. and that ſhe was Quick, when the 
Embryo, as Anatomiſts ſay, is not much a- 
bove an Inch long ; I don't think that Popiſh 
Succeſlors, like certain weeds, grow faſter 
then others: The Perſons you name may 
Trim> and preſume on their Merit, jeaſt they 
might be thought capable of Reſentment. A 
dangerous RefleCtion. 1 ſay their Merit z you 
have ſeen a long relation of the great ſervices 
tome ( when they were in power) did their 
Higlinefſes 1t is bound up witha rclation of 


the true cauſes of their ſufferings for their 
( or rather their Higkneſies ) Religt- 
on. You know even how on? of them 
the laſt ſummer Payed them his reverence 
with all the Reſpect and Humilicy of a due 
diſtance,& with the ſar1e caution with which 
the Invincit:le Monarch fights ont of C>nnon 
ſhot. But Sir though the charaRer of a Trim- 
mer be orein2rily the char;Rer of a Prudent 
Mn, there are times and feaſons when it is 
not the CharaQter of an Honeſt Man. 

| acknowledg? that ſince their Hignneſſes 
Marriage, nothing has happened ſo much for 
the good of the Proteſtant Intereſt as this 
Letter cf M. Fagels, and ifT had been either 
the Wricer or Adviſer of it, I ſhould be very 
proud of it, and think the Nation much in my 
debt. But Sir that was not a very good rea- 
ſon to make you Coubt of it; for a pood cauſe 
will have its time, tho rot ſooften as a b ad 
one, Which hath ordinarily the Majority on 
its ſide, 

I am confident at preſent we have 1 the 
reaſon in the world toexpett it, for my own 
part, though I am neither young nor ſtrong», 
] hope to live to ſeea day of Jubile in Eng /and 
for all that deſerve it; when honeſt men ſhall 
have the ſame pleaſure in thinking on theſe 
times, that a Woman happily delivered hath 
in refleCting on the pain and danger ſhe was in, 
But Knaves ſhall remember themzas I ain told 
the damned Co their Sins, Curſing both them 
and themſelves, 


Srl am 


Yours, 
Jamary 12. 1688, 


